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PROJECT PROCESS:
The decision, in 2008, to create a 5km heritage walkway from the Wairoa town centre along
the length of the Wairoa River banks to its mouth led to the engagement of EELA over this
period. Stage 1 involved the integration of the walkway into the riparian and coastal
environment by providing advice to the Council regarding plantings that could be
established and the appropriateness of a sculpture/art walk proposed by members of the
public for its margins. Following construction of the walkway, a Stage 2 project involved the
drafting of reserve management plans for the reserves through which the walkway passes.
EELA was then recruited for Stage 3 – involving an extension of the walkway into the historic
pa site at the mouth of the river: Rangaihoua pa also known as Pilot Hill. When it came to the
potential to enhance the amenity provisions on Rangihoua (providing a shelter, historic
interpretation, seating), EELA sought the involvement of a representative of the local hapu
and an archaeologist. Following thorough site investigations, a heritage landscape
management plan was produced which included development concepts for the site. Ideas
in these concepts drew on cultural stories related by hapu representatives and provide
openings for the carving of six pou for the site. The challenge to keep motorised bikes out of
the proposed new walkway within the pa site is an ongoing point of discussion in the design
process.
The Reserves hearing has been held and the management plan and development concepts
adopted by Council. However this is a seriously eroding site so caution is being taken as
regards the speed with which decisions are made regarding its future.
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